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SOCIAL SECURITY COMMITTEE 

By email: 
Shirley-Anne Somerville 
Cabinet Secretary for Social Security 
and Older People 
 

 
T3.60 

The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

 
Direct Tel: 0131 348 5320 

 SocialSecurityCommittee@parliament.scot  
  
 12 May 2020 
 

Dear Shirley-Anne, 

Thank you for attending the virtual Committee meeting last week. Members found it 
very helpful. We are grateful to you for undertaking to take a number of issues away 
and we look forward to continued dialogue, particularly around what we expect to be 
an increase in social security claims and cost to the social security budget. 

We share your disappointment that the social security programme has been 
unavoidably delayed and that roll-out of Child Disability Payment and the 
replacement for Personal Independence Payment (PIP) will not now happen to the 
timescales planned. All of us will have constituents who are anticipating the 
promised change of policy to the assessment process. There is understandably 
disappointment that it has been necessary to sign a further agency agreement with 
the DWP giving a longer transition to the new Scottish model. For Scottish claimants 
facing reassessment from next summer, what can be done to take them out of the 
DWP reassessment system pending the launch of the new Scottish system? In due 
course, it would be helpful to receive an update on your discussions with DWP about 
the assessment process and arrangements for reassessments.  I also acknowledge 
there would understandably be a great degree of uncertainty over any revised 
delivery timetable for delivery of devolved social security benefits. However the 
committee would still welcome updates on any timetable when available. 

The Committee is very supportive of the continued focus on introducing Scottish 
Child Payment. We are happy to assist in ensuring that the necessary legislation to 
support it can be scrutinised at pace. Immediately following a private discussion last 
week, we issued our call for views. We look forward to taking evidence from you on 
the bill later this month.     
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I want to thank you for agreeing to raise with the UK Secretary of State the issue of 
tax credits being automatically removed from families by HMRC as soon as any 
Universal Credit claim is opened, irrespective of whether that claim for UC is 
subsequently withdrawn or indeed unsuccessful. This is of concern to the committee 
and we would welcome an early update on any discussion with the Secretary of 
State. 

My thanks once more for your recent evidence to the Social Security Committee. 

Yours sincerely 

 

BOB DORIS MSP 
CONVENER 
 

 

 


